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THE KNIGHT FAMILY STORY 
 
 
 

Introduction 
 

 
The Knights of Luton, Bedfordshire and then of Tring, Hertfordshire did not live in manor 
houses or run estates, but neither were they peasants or labourers. They were middle class 
citizens, seemingly well respected by their peers, and made a good living providing essential 
services for the towns where they resided and traded; being bakers, brewers, plumbers, glaziers 
and innkeepers amongst other things. This is their story, generation by generation, from the 
middle of the seventeenth century to the beginning of the twentieth century. 
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Generation 1 
 
 

DANIEL KNIGHT (1625 app – 1703) Direct Ancestor 
 
 

Daniel KNIGHT m Sarah SHEPHERD 
1625 – 1703 1652 1630 – 1665 

  I   
  Mary b 1653 

Sarah b 1656 
Thomas b 1658 
Daniel b 1661 

  

 
 
The first written evidence of Daniel Knight is his marriage in 1652 in Luton [1], when he 
married Sarah Shepherd, daughter of Clement and Sarah Shepherd of Berkhampstead, 
Hertfordshire.  No baptism has been found for Daniel, and although at this time there were 
Knight Families in Luton, the name Daniel had not been observed before his marriage. It is 
possible that he might have been born in Luton as the baptisms are not complete for this time, 
but equally he might have moved to Luton. 
 
Daniel was a baker – this was written at his parish burial [1]. His brother-in-law was Clement 
Shepherd who was the warden at St Mary’s Church, Luton [1]. The church records show that 
Daniel was one of the wealthier church members; supporting all collections made for various 
appeals such as the repair of St Paul’s Cathedral and the Redemption of the Turkish slaves [1]. 
 
Daniel and Sarah had four children, of these only Mary and Thomas can be traced as adults (see 
Generation 2). 
 
Daniel’s wife Sarah died in October 1665, and Daniel remarried a widow, Thomasin Crofts, in 
about 1666 (marriage records have not been found) and they had a son Humphrey in 1667. 
 
In 1679 a feoffment [2] shows Daniel and Thomasin together with a John Knight referred to in 
the feoffment as ‘John Knight the elder’, a maltster, purchasing land and some tenements in 
Luton. It is quite likely that John Knight is the brother of Daniel.  The feoffment shows Daniel to 
be an inn keeper. Daniel died in 1703 and his will has not survived. Thomasin died in 1707 and 
her will [3] shows that the inn was the Cock and Bull in Luton.  The main beneficiary of her will 
was her son, John Crofts, from her previous marriage. 
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Generation 2 
 
 

THOMAS KNIGHT (1658 – 1702) Direct ancestor 
 
 

Thomas KNIGHT 
b 1658 

m 
1686 

Ann SAM 
b 1663 

 I  
 Thomas b 1687 

Mary b 1688 
Thomas b 1690 
Mary b 1692 
Daniel b 1695 
William b 1696 

 

 
 
It is only possible to get glimpses of the lives of this generation. Thomas was a yeoman, as 
shown on his burial [1], and would have left a will, however, the will and any other documents 
showing land transactions have not survived. 
 
A mention of Thomas was found in the Luton St Mary parish records of him donating six pence 
to the Distressed Irish Protestants Fund in 1688 [1]; which indicates he was a responsible 
member of the church and one of the wealthier citizens. 
 
Thomas’s wife, Ann Sam, was the only child of John Sam and Alice. It is likely that John Sam 
was a maltster, as the will of his father [4] (also John Sam) shows that this was the family trade. 
Alice was the second wife of John Sam (senior) and owned lands in her own right. This is shown 
in the will [5] of her grandson, Thomas Knight (1687), who mentions a bequest of lands from 
‘Grandmother Sam’. 
 
Of the children born to Thomas and Ann only two are known to have survived childhood, 
Thomas b 1690 and Daniel b 1695. 
 
 
MARY KNIGHT (b 1653) 
 
Mary married Daniel Martin and lived in Luton, and had six children. 
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Generation 3 
 
 

THOMAS KNIGHT (1690 – 1752) Direct ancestor 
 

Thomas KNIGHT 
1690 – 1752 

m 
1715 

Sarah PIERSON 
b 1693 

 I  
 William b 1716 

Thomas b 1719 
Sarah b 1721 
Ann b 1723 
Sarah b 1724 
William b 1726 
Daniel b 1728 

 

 
 
In his will [5] Thomas describes himself as a baker. However, he was no small-time village 
baker. His will shows that he owned lands, windmills and inns, and he was described on his 
burial [1] as being “a rich man”.  
 
Thomas married Sarah Pierson, the daughter of William Pierson of Hitchin, Hertfordshire in 
1715 [6]. There was obviously a marriage settlement, as William Pierson in his will of 1731 [7] 
bequests Thomas an inn called the Kings Arms in Buckler’s Fury in Hitchin, together with other 
property adjoining “in discharge of a certain bond entered into by me to the said Thomas Knight 
in or about the time of his marriage to my daughter Sarah”. 
 
Most of what is known of Thomas is through his will, which was a Prerogative Court of 
Canterbury will and not a local Bedfordshire will, hence its survival. At the time of his death he 
was a widower, and had two sons and two daughters living. His daughter Ann was made 
executor of his will and was left most of his goods and land in Caddington and Luton. It was 
likely she lived with him. His eldest son William was married with two infant sons and was left 
various properties in Luton, but no mention was made of his family. In contrast, the children of 
the other daughter Sarah, who was married to John Morris, were mentioned. The youngest son 
Daniel was left property outside Luton, in Flitton and Hitchin, including the Kings Arms in 
Hitchin that had been willed by William Pierson. It is obvious that Thomas was indeed a rich 
man. 
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DANIEL KNIGHT (1695 – 1756) 
 
Daniel was the younger brother of Thomas.  He was an eccentric and never married. He is 
famous locally for his unique epitaph inside St Mary’s church Luton [8], which was his own 
creation, and reads: 

 
Here lyeth the body of Daniel Knight 

Who all my lifetime lived in spite. 
Base flatterers sought me to undoe 

And made me sign what was not true. 
Reader take care whene'er you venture 

To trust a canting false dissenter 
Who died June 11th, in the 61st  

Year of his age 1756 
 

 

 
The inscription still survives today. 
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In the book ‘History of Luton and its Hamlets’, William Austin [9] writes in 1928: 
 
“The incident which led to this epitaph occurred in 1747. Samuel Marsom, a linen draper and 
minister of the Old Baptist Meeting House at Luton had a nephew named Samuel Marsom who 
was in practice as an Attorney in the town.  The latter was employed to draw up a Deed of 
Conveyance of the tenement and garden in Luton, owned and occupied by Daniel Knight as a 
security for an advance made by a Mr Edward Fossey. The property was subsequently re-
conveyed.  It does not appear why Mr Knight was dissatisfied with the way in which these 
documents were prepared but it is clear that he feely expressed an opinion that he had been 
defrauded in the transaction.  Marsom, who was much respected, insisted on a public apology for 
the slander and in the Northampton Mercury of 22nd November 1747, Daniel Knight published 
an ample apology in which he declared "that the Deeds were faithfully drawn, pursuant to the 
agreement between himself and Fossey and that he perfectly understood the same before they 
were executed and was perfectly satisfied with them: and that the reports he had made to the 
contrary were malicious and scandalous : that he apologised to Mr Marsom and that he would 
never offend in the like manner again."  Few epitaphs have been more frequently quoted than the 
one on Daniel Knight's tombstone, but not many of those who have repeated it were aware that 
Knight had signed and published the retraction and apology mentioned above; but his venom 
found permanent vent in his epitaph” [9]. 
 
Equally bizarre is his will; describing how he wants his funeral to proceed [10].   
 
“In the name of God Amen  
 
I DANIEL KNIGHT of Luton being in perfect health, praise be to God, do make this my last will 
and testament as followeth. 
 
In primis I give to the poor of Luton Parish, all those who come to church, no dissenters to have 
any of the bread. Nor any person that has collection of the parish to have any bread. All my 
goods to be sold and money laid out in bread and given to the poor of Luton, after my funeral 
expenses and debts are paid. 
 
JOHN CHAPMAN who I do make my sole executor of this my last will and testament, as soon 
as I am dead get the wood out of the woodhouse and sell it as soon as you can in the daytime and 
let the brickwork stand till the middle of the night and then your men and you carry the stone 
down to the church and lay it down by Copthall seat and then come back again and fetch the 
coffin and me with the burial cart to WILLIAM HARTLEYs the bricks as it is done up with is to 
make a brick grave for the stone to lie on with the quoins to keep it from falling in. Make as 
small a funeral as you can. JOHN GILLAM to load me up, he made the coffin. Lay my bones at 
the seat door. 
 
Witnesses JOHN CROUCH : WILLIAM BARKER Proved 11 June 1756” 
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Generation 4 
 
 

WILLIAM KNIGHT (1726 – 1753) 
 

William KNIGHT 
1726 – 1753 

m 
1746 

Sarah FREESTONE 
1725 – 1823 

 I  
 Thomas b 1747 

William 1750 – 1751 
John b 1752 

 

 
 
William died at the age of 27 in 1753, just a year after his father’s death. His occupation was 
given as a baker, and he was married with two small sons, Thomas and John. A third child 
William had died. 
 
In his father’s will William had been left fields, a windmill and the Rose and Crown Inn in 
Luton. No will for William has been found – he was most likely too young to have left one. 
However administration papers must have been applied for, but they no longer exist. 
 
William married Sarah Freestone in Lilley, Herts [6], which was just a couple of miles from 
Luton. Her baptism has yet to be found, and Freestone is not a common name in Hertfordshire. It 
is likely she comes from Ickleford near Hitchin, Hertfordshire, where there is a Freestone family 
that would seem to fit.  
 
In 1758 Sarah remarried to Nehemiah Willoughby, a house painter in Luton and had four 
children with him [1]: Frances Ann Willoughby b 1761; James Willoughby b 1763; Henrietta 
Willoughby b 1766; Christopher Freestone Willoughby b 1769. 
 
The family were still in Luton in 1769 at the birth of their last child, and Nehemiah Willoughby 
died in 1784 and was buried in Luton. Sarah moved to Dunstable, where she lived in property 
belonging to her son Thomas Knight. A document from Hertfordshire Record Office showed her 
son Thomas Knight gave her monetary help during his life and this was carried on by his 
daughter after his death [11]. Sarah died in Dunstable in 1823 at the great age of 98. She left a 
will [12] which confirmed she was the mother of John Knight of Tring (see Generation 5). She 
was buried in St Albans Abbey. 
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Generation 5 
 
 

JOHN KNIGHT (1752 – 1814) 
 

John KNIGHT 
1752 – 1814 

m 
1774 

Elizabeth NORMAN nee Coldwell 
1734 – 1800 

 I  
 Thomas b 1774 

William b 1777 
 

   
 m 

1801 
Hannah DERIEZ nee Edmonds 

1749 – 1831 
 
 
John Knight was only one year old when his father died. He had one brother, Thomas, who was 
six at the time. The family would have been well provided for as his father William had, just 
before his death, come into his inheritance from his father. Five years after the death of his father 
(William), his mother remarried to Nehemiah Willoughby, who was a house painter; and John 
then had four half-siblings, Frances, James, Henrietta and Christopher Willoughby. John 
Knight’s will [13] shows that he was close to Frances and James. 
 
It was likely that Thomas and John Knight received a good education. Thomas became a 
schoolmaster in Flamstead in Hertfordshire, which was only five miles away from Luton. 
Thomas prospered in Flamstead and documents [14] show that over the years he was active in 
the property market, often buying land and properties with his brother John. He married and 
brought up his family in Flamstead, and became a yeoman. 
 
It seems that John was more practical than academic, for as a young man in about 1771, he went 
to Tring in Hertfordshire to work with Charles Norman, a plumber and glazier. No documents 
have been unearthed that explain the arrangement. It is possible that he went there as an 
apprentice, but perhaps more likely his family paid for him to learn the trade and how to run a 
business, or even bought him a partnership. 
 
The Norman family of Tring were tradesmen and inn keepers. Charles married Elizabeth 
Coldwell [15] in 1753, she was the daughter of a carpenter from Chesham, Bucks and they had 
six children. Charles was also a member of the Tring Militia [16]. However, in December 1772 
Charles died at the age of 40, leaving no will. His wife Elizabeth applied for administration 
papers for his estate [17].  
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The young John Knight was now in charge of running the plumbing and glazing business for 
Elizabeth. They obviously became close, and despite an age difference of eighteen years they 
married on 24 May 1774. Their son Thomas was baptised on 24 June 1774 just a month after the 
marriage. John Knight was now the owner of the plumbing and glazing business, and like his 
predecessor, he was a member of the Militia [16]. In 1777 came the birth of a second son, 
William. The Knight family business (see photograph in Generation 9) was directly opposite the 
churchyard. 
 

 
Tring Church 

The next few years were prosperous for John. He was one of the major tradesmen in Tring and 
was involved in a lot of property and land dealings with his brother Thomas, and his half-brother 
James Willoughby. He bought property in Northchurch [18], which was a village close to Tring. 

In June 1800 John’s wife Elizabeth died. Her grave in St Peter and Paul’s churchyard in Tring 
was a large stone in a position that could be seen from the family business. In time, other Knight 
gravestones would join it. 

 
‘Knight’ headstones at Tring Church 



 

 11 

In 1795 a widow named Hannah Deriez bought a house in Northchurch [19]. She was formerly 
Hannah Edmonds of Ashurst in Surrey. Nothing is known of her husband, and their marriage 
records have not been found. Hannah was of a similar age and social status to John Knight, and it 
is likely that John and Elizabeth Knight and Hannah Deriez moved in the same circles. 
 
Nine months after Elizabeth Knight’s death, John Knight married Hannah Deriez in St Botolphs 
in London. Hannah’s nephew, Chase Craddock, was a resident of St Botolphs and she was 
probably married from his house. The pronunciation of the name must have been DERIAH as 
that became a family name.  
 
Quite early in their marriage John and Hannah took steps to provide a draper’s business next to 
the plumbing and glazing business for John’s youngest son William. There is some evidence that 
William had some problems and certainly when he died about ten years later his will showed 
signs of him having religious mania [20]. 
 
Hannah introduced members of her Sussex family to the Knight’s, in particular her niece Hannah 
Deriah Craddock, who was the daughter of her sister Jenny. In 1805 John’s son, Thomas Knight, 
married Hannah and they took over the running of the plumbing and glazing business. John 
Knight branched off into other things, and in business deals was described as an auctioneer [21]. 
 
In 1813 John Knight’s son William died aged 36. He was married, but had no children. His grave 
was erected alongside that of his mother. A year later, in 1814, John Knight died and yet another 
gravestone was added to the prominent view. The will left by John was still in draft form and 
unsigned, so presumably he died suddenly. It was verified to be in his hand by his half-sister 
Frances Willoughby who was now Mrs Godbolt. The will revealed that he had many business 
interests, including a brewhouse in St George in the East of London. Essentially, all was left to 
his son Thomas, with John’s wife Hannah having properties during her lifetime [22]. 
 
John’s widow, Hannah Knight, died in 1831. She left a will [23] with legacies to her family 
members. 
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Generation 6 
 
 

THOMAS KNIGHT (1774 – 1842) 
 

Thomas KNIGHT 
1774 – 1842 

m 
1805 

Hannah Deriah CRADDOCK 
1784 – 1852 

 I  
 Deriah Elizabeth Ann Mary b 1806  

Mary Ann b 1808 
Jane b 1810 
John Craddock b 1813 
Thomas 1815 – 1815 
Emma Elizabeth b 1819 

 

 
 
Thomas was very much a family man, and there is no evidence that he was not as ambitious as 
his father. He headed the family plumbing and glazing business. In 1820, on the baptism of his 
daughter Emma, he was noted as a glazier, but by the end of the 1830s all references to his 
occupation were as plumber, so perhaps they stopped the glazing part of the business. 
 
Thomas and Hannah had five children who survived to adulthood, four girls and a boy; Deriah, 
Mary Ann, Jane, John Craddock and Emma. Unlike his father, Thomas was not active in the 
property market; only one indenture was found of lease of meadowland in 1818 [24]. 
 
James Andrews, the eldest nephew of Thomas’s wife Hannah (son of her sister Susanna) became 
a part of the plumbing business in the 1830s. There was evidence that James was in Tring in 
1836, and in 1838 he and Thomas were in the Tring directory as plumbers, which indicates they 
were partners.  James’ father was a builder, and the family was wealthy, so it was unlikely that 
he had come to Tring to be an apprentice. Thomas was in his mid fifties at the time and might 
have been looking for help in the business, but one has to wonder why he did not bring in his 
son, John Craddock Knight, who would eventually take over. One reason might be that the 
business needed an injection of cash. 
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In the 1841 the Census shows Thomas and his family living at the family business in Market 
Street, Tring. Next door was a draper’s shop, presumably the same business that was originally 
meant for Thomas’s brother William. Running the shop was a widow, Mary Elliman, originally 
Mary Norman and related to Thomas (via his mother Elizabeth Norman), though it is not clear if 
she was his half-sister or cousin. 
 

 
Elliman 1880s 

 
Thomas died in 1842 and no will has been found, though it is difficult to believe he did not make 
one. Hannah, his wife, lived for a further 10 years. It is not known what happened to the business 
between 1841 and 1851. 

Thomas’s four daughters remained very close for the rest of their lives. The eldest daughter 
Deriah, married, the previously mentioned, James Andrews in 1857 when she was 51 years old. 
She initially moved to Epsom, Surrey and lived with his family, but by 1871 she was widowed 
and living with her sister Emma in Tring. Deriah died in Tring in 1887 and left a delightful will; 
giving a small legacy to every one of her nieces, nephews, great-nieces and great nephews. 

Jane Knight (my direct ancestor) married William Shackel, and her story is told in the document 
‘The Shackel Family Story’. 

Mary Ann married Richard Butcher, a painter and glazier and they lived in Epsom, Surrey and 
brought up two daughters and three sons. 

Emma Knight never married and lived all her life in Tring, with various family members. She 
died in 1881 and her death was reported in the local paper. She left a will where she wished to 
have “a plain and decent funeral according to my station in life” and left small bequests to family 
members. 

John Craddock Knight carried on the family business as told in Generation 7. 
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Generation 7 
 
 

JOHN CRADDOCK KNIGHT (1813 – 1883) 
 

John Craddock KNIGHT 
1812 – 1883 

m 
 

Drusilla BURTT 
1815 – 1871 

 I  
 Drusilla Burtt b 1841 

John Thomas Burtt b 1843 
Edward Craddock b 1845 
Mary Lucy b 1849 
James b 1853 

 

 
In 1840, at the age of 27, John Craddock Knight married Drusilla Burtt in Oxford. When his 
father died in 1842 he took over the running of the family business. In 1845, on an apprentice 
indenture [25] for a Richard Eaton, he was described as a plumber, painter and glazer, and in 
1847 on an invoice [26] (which charged the Tring Association ten shillings for preparation and 
two coats of paint for their building), he was described as a plumber, glazier and house and 
ornamental painter.  
 

 

 
Apprentice indenture 

 Invoice 
 
In 1851 to 1871 John was living in the High Street in Tring with his family, as a decorator and 
plumber (in 1871 employing two men). Shortly after 1871 he retired and went to live in Derby 
where his eldest son lived. He died in Derby in 1883, and had by that time transferred the 
business to his son Edward Craddock Knight.  His will [27] only dealt with his personal estate; 
which was to support his wife until her death, and then to be shared amongst his children, the 
value being below £500. 
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John Craddock Knight’s five children were: 
 
Drusilla Burtt Knight b 1841: Drusilla never married and went into teaching. As a young 
woman she was employed as an assistant teacher in Dunsley Cottage School in Tring. She taught 
at Dragon College in Harrogate, Yorkshire, and then at Westbury on Trym in Gloucestershire. 
By 1891 she was back in Tring as Proprietor of a Girls School and lived with her partner Jessie 
Smith (a teacher) in Western Road Tring (where her cousin Emma Shackel also had a flat). By 
1901 she and Jessie had retired to Kingsthorpe, Northamptonshire. She died in Wandsworth, 
Surrey at the age of 90. 
 
John Thomas Burtt Knight b 1843: John never worked in the family business, he was an 
Inland Revenue Officer all his working life. In 1868, in Tring, he married Mary Ann Margaret 
Brinkman and they lived first in Luggarsall, Wiltshire and then in Warburgh and Bebbington in 
Derbyshire. He had no children and died in Derby in 1916. 
 
Edward Craddock Knight b 1845: Edward carried on the family business and his story is 
recorded in Generation 8. 
 
Mary Lucy Knight b 1849: At the age of 20 Mary married Joseph Miles, a banker’s clerk, in 
Hampstead London. They had four children (three girls and a boy) and lived mainly in 
Hampshire although they were continually moving. Joseph died before 1891 and there is 
evidence that Mary remarried in London in 1897 – although it is not clear to whom. 
 
James Knight b 1853:.When James was 18 he was a warehouseman in Newington, Surrey. He 
then trained as a joiner and married Louisa Ann Rickard in Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire in 1881 
and had three children. He returned to Tring for a while to help manage the business when his 
brother Edward died. 
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Generation 8 
 
 

EDWARD CRADDOCK KNIGHT (1845 – 1890) 
 

Edward Craddock KNIGHT 
1845 – 1890 

m 
1872 

Sarah Maria SHRIMPTON 
b 1851 

 I  
 Amy b 1873 

Ethel b 1874 
Margaret b 1876 
Edward Craddock b 1882 
Drusilla Gwendoline b 1889 

 

 
 
When Edward was 16 he was sent to Coleshill, Warwickshire to be apprentice to Thomas 
Brierley, a grocer and draper [28]. This might have been to get experience in running a business, 
as shortly before 1871 he was back in Tring working with his father as a plumber. 
 
Edward married Sarah Shrimpton in 1872 at Leighton Buzzard.  Sometime in the 1870s his 
father retired and turned the business over to Edward. There was no doubt Edward was a man of 
energy, and ideas and as he got on well with people, had had many contacts. He is seen below in 
the photograph with Mr Pope the doctor. 
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Edward began expanding the High Street business and added to the existing plumbing and 
decorating businesses, a stationers, smithy, gas fitting, bottling business (mineral water, ginger 
beer and eggs).  He also had various, associated farming interests (probably as investments). This 
expansion needed new premises which he found in Harrow Yard and Ackeman Street. At his 
death he was described as a large employer of labour, and owner of considerable property. 
 

 
Akeman Street 

 
Map of Akeman Street 1877 [29] 
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The photograph below, taken in about 1885, shows Edward talking to friends outside the Green 
Man Inn in Tring. He was also a Freemason and a staunch member of the local Conservative 
Party [30]. 

 
Edward Craddock Knight (on the left leaning on the pillar) 

 
In 1890, at the height of his powers, he was killed in an accident whilst he and his wife were 
driving in his pony and trap. The accident shocked the people of Tring, and the accident, inquest 
and funeral was fully covered in the local newspaper [30]. He was taking his wife to the railway 
station to catch the 10.23 train to Leighton Buzzard, when part-way there one of the reigns 
caught in the pony’s blinkers and the animal bolted. Mr Knight was confident he could pull the 
pony up, but he was weakened from a recent bout of rheumatic gout and failed to check it. The 
pony approached the canal bridge, did a partial turn, and dashed the trap against a wall throwing 
the occupants out of the trap. Sarah Knight was thrown into the canal and Edward Knight onto 
the tow path. Sarah broke her arm but survived, whilst Edward Craddock Knight died from a 
fractured scull. The funeral that followed was a huge affair, with all his family members, friends, 
business and political colleagues attending. At the inquest that followed, evidence was given 
about previous accidents that had happened at this bridge and the County was urged to take 
action to improve the road layout. 
 
Edward’s children were aged 1 – 17 when he died and were: 
 
Amy May Knight b 1873: Anne married William Foster, a plumber and decorator in 1896, and 
lived in Buckinghamshire. 

Ethel Knight b 1874: Ethel married Clement Heron, a commercial traveller of Harrow on the 
Hill, in 1901 and moved from Tring. 

Margaret Knight b 1876: Margaret died aged three. 

Edward Craddock Knight b 1882: See Generation 9. 

Drusilla Gwendoline Knight b 1889: See Generation 9. 
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After the death of her husband, Sarah Knight carried on the business with the help of the Knight 
family. Her brother-in-law, James Knight, became her manager and he moved temporarily from 
Buckinghamshire, bringing his two daughters, Agnes and Dora to help in the shops. Both of 
Edward’s daughters, Amy and Ethel, also worked in the shop. The gas-fitting business was 
booming at this time and the bottling plant for the spring water was used for other products such 
as ginger beer and pickled onions. Today, a stone bottle that used to contain Knight’s Ginger 
Beer is a collector’s piece. 
 
 

 
 

Stone bottle Mineral water bottle 
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Generation 9 
 
 

Both of the following children of Edward Craddock Knight senior remained unmarried. 

EDWARD CRADDOCK KNIGHT (1882 – 1954) 
 
Edward took over the family businesses sometime between 1904 and 1911, and his uncle, James 
Knight, who had been acting as manager, returned to his wife in Buckinghamshire. The 
photograph of the High Street in Tring shows the Knight family business in about 1898.  The 
business property was demolished shortly afterwards, together with part of the Rose and Crown 
Inn (see second photograph). The inn was rebuilt on a grander scale, occupying the original site, 
plus that of the Knight premises, and is still there to this day. The 1877 map shows the location 
of the Rose and Crown Inn and the Knight family business prior to its demolition. 

 
Knight family business (about 1898) 

 

 
Site of the rebuilt Rose and Crown Inn and the demolished Knight premises 
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Map of Tring High Street 1877 [31] 

 
 
In the 1911 census Edward was visiting his uncle. It is not known when he retired from the 
businesses, but he probably sold up at some point and retired to Ruscombe in Berkshire. 
However, he regularly visited his sister Gwendoline in Tring, and he was planning a holiday [30] 
there when he died in 1954. 
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DRUSILLA GWENDOLINE KNIGHT (1889 – 1990) 
 

Drusilla Gwendoline was usually known as Gwendoline, and as a young girl was a gymnast, 
with reports appearing in the local paper [30]. In the group picture below she is in the middle of 
the front row. 

Gwendoline (Gwen) lived in Tring all her life, and this is summed up in the following newspaper 
report when she reached the age of 100. Gwen died in 1990 and was the last ‘Knight’ in Tring. 

“A hundred years ago Miss Gwendoline Knight was born in Tring on April 11th 1889. Her 
father, a well known local business man, Edward Craddock Knight was killed in an accident just 
over a year later. His horse bolted, the trap hit the low wall of the bridge over the canal near 
Tring Station and he was hurled over, hitting the path below. Mrs Knight who was with her 
husband, survived by landing in the water and she lived until 1945.  

Gwen lived with her mother, and as a girl was a keen member of the TYWCA gymnast team, 
giving displays to raise money during the First World War. She was also a Sunday School 
teacher for many years. In later years Gwen was a member of the Fuchsia Club and many other 
Societies. She lived most of her in the same house in Akeman Street until October 1988 when 
she moved to the Jabula Nursing Home in Grove Gardens.” 
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